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“As a platform to foster cross-cultural ties and
exchanges, the ASEAN Film Festival hopes to
connect filmmakers and stakeholders from Hong
Kong SAR and the Mainland China with ASEAN
region for collaboratlon and co-creation of
shared content.”

Daryl Ng
Chairman, Hong Kong-ASEAN Foundation
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ABOUT US _— R

The Association of Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN]) is a diverse
region of almost 700 million people. Strong economic growths,
favourable environment and a young and increasingly
well-educated population is propelling the development of a
vibrant arts and cultural sector, enriching the lives of
communities across the region.

Motion pictures are an important contemporary medium to
tell stories and share ideas, beliefs, and culture. And Southeast
Asia has many interesting stories and wonderful films to share
with the world.

Organised by the Hong Kong-ASEAN Foundation, the ASEAN
Film Festival is a non-profit initiative to promote a deeper
understanding and appreciation of culture through the art of
storytelling through films.

Now in its second edition, the Festival strives to be a premier
event anchored in Hong Kong SAR to showcase a curated
selection of films of varied genres by Southeast Asia's most
eminent filmmakers.
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Capturing contemporary realities, vivid dream states, and
disquieting recollections in equal measure, the four short
films in this selection feature some of the latest work by
Cambodian filmmakers Danech San, Boren Chhith, and Polen
Ly. Part of an emerging generation of young people who took
up filmmaking after training in another discipline, they
demonstrate an acute sensitivity to notions of home, trauma,
history, and indigeneity in their cinematic vignettes while
experimenting with a range of narrative expressions. These
critically acclaimed and award-winning films are a continuing
testament to the brilliant lineage of filmmakers cultivated by
Anti-Archive, a Cambodian film production company with a
decade-long mission to support the creation of fiction and
documentary films by young independent filmmakers.
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English
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In a women's prison in central Java, inmates are mysteriously
dying under unnatural circumstances. Weni, a determined
journalist, goes undercover as a prisoner to uncover the truth
behind her sister's death. Each night, eerie howls and terrifying
laughter echo from the isolation ward, unnerving Weni. A gang
leader in the prison frequently causes trouble, and the prison

head sends those involved to the dreaded isolation ward. As

Weni delves deeper, she uncovers an unspeakable secret
hidden within the ward's walls.
Isolation Ward is

making this film a memorable experience.

Filmed in a colonial-era fort,
a taut thriller that masterfully leverages its
historical setting to evoke suspense and psychological horror,
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Colour

8 Sept (Sun) | 17:00
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Emperor Cinemas
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Tears on the Edge of the Prayer Rug
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Agilla, born into a wealthy family, marries a poor young man
despite her mother's opposition. Tragically, her husband dies in
an accident before she gives birth to their son. Her mother
deceitfully tells her that the infant has died prematurely right
after birth, but in reality, the baby has been given to Arif and
Yumna, a couple longing for a child. Seven years later, Aqilla
discovers that her son, Baskara, is still alive. She returns from her
empty and mundane life in Europe to Indonesia, determined to
reclaim her son, only to realise that he has been lovingly and well
cared for by Arif and Yumna all these years. Baskara may have
Agilla’s blood flowing in his veins, but he carries the sweat and
tears of Yumna. Who is the rightful mother of Baskara after all?

= Key Mangunsong
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The Signal
M ER o023

A country girl ventures into the bustling city to find her father
and resides with her uncle in a grand but strangely
unfurnished mansion owned by his boss. She immediately
encounters an odd-looking housekeeper and a mysterious
comatose patient. Just as she begins to fall in love with a
charming neighbour, she uncovers the truth behind her
father's disappearance, compelling her to reconsider when to
let go of the past and how to embrace the future. Singer and
actress Hannah Rosenbloom has earned the Best Actress
nomination at the Asian New Talent Awards of the Shanghai
International Film Festival.
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English
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Colour
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With Post-Screening Talk
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Rain Town

R o

Tai Ping, known as Rain Town for being one of the dampest
cities in Malaysia, is home to the Choo family. The patriarch,
Mr. Choo, micromanages the lives of his three grown
children—Isaac, Alex, and Ruby—hindering their ambitions
and happiness. Aileen, his wife, has been holding the family
together, but when she faces her own misfortune, the family
relationship becomes strained. They are forced to re-evaluate
the true meaning of family. Directed by Tunku Mona Riza in
her first Cantonese film, this story is enriched with a uniguely
Malaysian sense of multiculturalism and tolerance, offering a
heartwarming glimpse into the dynamics of a Chinese-Malaysian
family.

>
RAINSTOWN

15 2
Mandarin, .En'glish,
Cantonese F
English
DCP
Colour
21 Sept (Sat) | 19:30
With Post-Screening Talk
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AFEEEERACSRBERNET AR—REEREERE
EREH - RBEFRENTZRBE AREEBRE RFHAE
BRI Y EERENT XS ESE EBEFHEEN
AEEBERITE ERRXBEUTEMRETF 28 F i,
CREMGA SR - B —EEHEEER EEHEY
BEAER RAMAFASAEMEEAERAM -ERXRBEEE
Tunku Mona Riza BRI EBEEEER IEERREHERAR
BENEE2ZTHAR - A2EEEARENRBEFEAES -



Stone Turtle
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Stone Turtle starts with Zahara, a stateless refugee who lives on a
small outlying island of Malaysia and sells turtle eggs for a living.
There she meets Samad, who claims to be a university researcher
and that he would like to employ her to help him navigate
around the island. The two are soon entangled in a cycle of
deception, vengeance, and viclence. This enigmatic film evokes
Southeast Asian folkloric traditions while wrestling with social
issues, the relationship between human and nature, the refugee
situation in Malaysia, as well as notions of femicide. This thriller
received critical acclaim and premiered at the Locarno
International Film Festival and was featured in the San Francisco
International Film Festival, Golden Horse Film Festival, and more.

English
DCP

Colour

15 Sept (Sun) | 17:00
21 Sept (Sat) | 14:30

M+ Cinema
M+ iR
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Once upon a time, in the beautiful mountains of South Cotabato, K'na,a
beautiful young girl, grows upin the royal household, Her father rulesthe
clan on the south bank of the lake, which was banished from the North
Bank centuries ago. At a young age, Kna is trained in the art
of weaving, whose design comes from the visions granted only
to deserving women who become dreamweavers. Kna's father
decides to put an end to the warring clans of the north and south by
arranging a marriage between K'na and Kagis, the heir to the throne
of the north bank. However, Kna has already fallen in love with Silaw,
a childhood friend whose family supplies the finest abaca fibres to
the dreamweavers. As the wedding day draws near, a revolution
brews among those who do not believe in the union of the two

val clans, and K'na must make choice between love and peace.
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The Missing is the Philippines first animated Oscars®
submission for Best International Feature. It is an ambitious
piece by director Carl Joseph Papa, merging rotoscoped and
traditional animation. It depicts the personal journey of a
young animator, Eric, who has no mouth and cannot speak.
Blending elements of sci-fi and Eric's childhood memories, the
filrm gradually reveals Eric's unspoken secret and trauma. He
tries to reclaim his body parts, which had been taken away by
aliens, with the company of his mother and his boyfriend. Their
selfless company encourages Eric to face his past and open his
heart. The film delves into the importance of real-life
relationships and the support from others. The absorbing
narrative and fantastic rotoscoped animation make this film a
must-see.
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Wonderland
2E oy

In order to support his daughter to study abroad, Loke sells his
old house and moves into a government flat. In this new
community, he meets a group of friendly neighbours,
including Tan, an organ player in a church. Loke is illiterate and
asks Tan to help him write letters to his daughter in the United
States, and the two gradually become good friends. Tan is
deeply moved by Loke's selfless devotion to his daughter,
which leads him to consider reconciling with his estranged
daughter. Wonderland takes on the worthy themes of life and
death, but its tone is never heavy-handed. By focusing on the
heart-warming interactions between the characters, the film
depicts a story about self-salvation and forgiveness.
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Ramakien, the Thai version of the Indian epic Ramayana, holds an
important place in Thai literary canon, and inspires the animation
Mantra Warrior. The Legend of the Eight Moons, which is a
reimagined tale set in a futuristic universe. According to the legend,
a divine power capable of creating or destroying everything will
awaken in a female body every 500 years, Only the Mantra Warriors,
destined to emerge when the eight moons align, can protect this
divine power frorm annihilation. Two rival coalitions have been locked
in conflict for 999 years, with the awakening of this divine power
imminent. Emperor Tossakaan believes the power resides in
Princess Sita, wife of Prince Raam from the opposing camp.
Tossakaan abducts her, prompting three warriors from Prince
Raam’s side to embark on a rescue mission. As tensions reach their
peak, a cosmic war is on the verge of exploding.
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Not Friends
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Pae, a twelfth grader under parental pressure to enter to a
prestigious university, decides to make a short film as the
university allows to consider that in lieu of exam results. He
decides to craft a short film centred around Joe, his late deskmate
who tragically passed away in an accident. But he has no
knowledge about filmmaking at all. The filmmaking mission
begins with Pae's future at stake, aided by a group of nerds from
the audiovisual club. Eventually, the short film project gains
recognition across the entire school, and Pae finds himself under
pressure from Joe's family to deliver a satisfactory film about their
beloved son. However, this project leads themn to uncover a secret
that Joe had hidden from them, a revelation that threatens to
change their perspective on their dear departed friend forever.
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Dreamy Eyes
E2E |

2 Victor Vu

(2019)

Vietnam, 1960s. In the picturesgue village of Do Do, country e+ a8 B —EBRAXNBHE
lad Ngan falls deeply for Ha Lan, a girl with mesmerising blue BN EFFELES#® \EREHBNL }; Q
eves, Life takes a turn when Ha Lan moves to the bustling city cEEEEBIEENIELS ﬂ- B,
of Hue, where she is enchanted by a wealthy city boy and S FTMRe|BH F—ERTHNERF- 1
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Date
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(Thu)

6 Sept
(Fri)

7 Sept
(sat)

8 Sept
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(Fri)
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14:00
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14:00
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Emperor Cinemas (iISQUARE])
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How to Make Millions before Grandma Dies EMI e
2 & QIR
Gadong With Post-Screening Talk
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Not Friends
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Mantra Warrior: The Legend of the Eight Moons

BER&ELT: N NBER

7 Letters With Post-Screening Talk
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Malbatt: Misi Bakara With Post-Screening Talk
BEES mMEENE
Tears on the Edge of the Prayer Rug
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The Signal With Post-Screening Talk
ik mMEENE
Hello, Love, Goodbye By Invitation Only
e E-BR DR IR
The Missing

SREH

Mantra Warrior: The Legend of the Eight Moons
ERET N\NBER

K'na the Dreamweaver
TERM

Not Friends

F151EBE

The City, The Sea, The Night: Short Films from Cambodia
BEHEE REEE R R

The Attachment
3 o

Stone Turtle
EWmER

Country
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Thailand
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Thailand
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Singapore
i 35

Malaysia
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Indonesia
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Laos

Eha

The Philippines
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The Philippines
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The Philippines
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Cambodia
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Myanmar
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Details
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Date
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15 Sept
(Sun)

20 Sept
(Fri)

21 Sept
(sat)

22 Sept
{Sun)
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(Fri).

28 Sept

(Sat)
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Time
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Tai Kwun
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Isolation Ward With Post-Screening Talk
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Visit our website for registrations. All ASEAN Film Festival screening programmes are subject to terms and conditions.
Limited seats available on a first-come first-served basis.
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